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NNI to leave Antioch Mall in October

This 1975-vintage building at 3015 NE Vivion Road will
be NNI’s new home beginning October 8, 2007.

orthland
NNeighbor—
hoods has

signed a 5-year
lease for the 4,300
square-foot proper-
ty at 3015 NE
Vivion Road (adja-
cent to Tires Plus).
Occupancy is set
for October 8,

facility is accessible
from both Vivion
and Chouteau
Trafficway, has
offices for staff,
ample meeting and
conference space,

bathroom, paint
throughout, and
modify a wall for
the reception area.
In the meantime,
NNI staff is taking
a number of steps

2007. The new

install a second

and parking for 70  to expedite the
cars. actual move,
During September, scheduled for the
the owners will weekend of
October 6 and 7.

(Continued on page 2)

Annual Breakfast to spotlight Northland’s best

lanning for the October
P 19 Annual Breakfast

moved into high gear in
August. Sponsor letters went
out and invitations were
mailed. Highlighting the 2007
breakfast are awards to four
Northlanders who have made
extraordinary contributions to
the community. The 2007
Larry McManus Good
Neighbor Award recipients are
Bruce and Reta Jo Mitchell;
the Outstanding Public
Service Awardee is Kevin

Green, the Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition
builder; and the Jay
Dillingham Lifetime
Achievement honoree is North
Kansas City Schools
Superintendent Tom
Cummings. The Lifetime
Achievement Award has a spe-
cial poignancy this year with
the August 13 death of the
award’s namesake, Jay
Dillingham.

The breakfast buffet begins at
(Continued on page 2)
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NNTI’s mission:

To improve the quality of
life in the Northland by
collaborating with resi-
dents, businesses and
institutions to empower
neighborhoods to build
and maintain their own
healthy communities. We
join with them in
absolute dedication to
finding solutions and, in
that collective spirit, we
will leave no neighbor-
hood behind.
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Annual Breakfast
(Continued from front)

7:30 a.m. at Finnigan’s Hall, 505
East 18th Avenue in North Kansas
City, and the entire program will
end promptly at 9 a.m. Tickets are
affordably priced at $25 per per-
son, $250 per table of 10.
Sponsorships are available at

NNI to move
(Continued from front)

These steps include a
“garage sale” to dis-
pose of surplus equip-

will appear on Vivion
and Chouteau prior to
the actual move, but

$2,500, $1,000, $500 and $300
levels. All sponsorships include a
table of 10 and special program
recognition. Contributions (less the
actual cost of the meal) are tax-
deductible.

NNI began serving the
Northland in a build-
ing at 3826 NE

ment, printing new patrons of NNI should  Antioch Road in 1996,
stationery, cleaning continue to use the and moved to the

out files, and packing Antioch Mall offices Antioch Mall in

11 years of accumulat-  through October 5. December 1997.

ed stuff. NNI signage

EXCEL to launch September 7

orthland EXCEL, a 7-month
‘ \ ‘ college-level course for neigh-
borhood leaders, begins
September 7 with a reception and
dinner welcoming the 20 inaugural

participants.

A joint venture of Northland
Neighborhoods, Inc., the Northland
EXCEL Steering Committee, and the
University of Missouri Extension,
EXCEL (Experience in Community
Enterprise and Leadership) is
designed to build “leaders, trust and
community.” Participants will learn
about demographics and community
analysis, social services, understand-
ing poverty, community infrastruc-
ture, state government, local govern-
ment, economic development, and
more. The EXCEL curriculum
includes 30 hours of presentations
and workshops that are eligible for
Continuing Education Units through
the University of Missouri.

Downsized Antioch Mall
redevelopment set to move
forward

he Kansas City TIF
I Commission on August 15
unanimously recommend-

ed a revised redevelopment plan
for the 57-year-old Antioch Mall.
That cleared the way for review
of the revised site plan by the
City Development Department,
the City Plan Commission and,
finally, the Kansas City Council.
With Council approval, demoli-
tion could begin by early 2008.
The anticipated completion of
the $72 million project is early
2009. The decision by anchor
tenant Sears to remain in its cur-
rent location rather than moving
to the south end of the mall
prompted revision of both the
financial and physical plans for
the mall. The amended plan con-
tains more than $1 million in
neighborhood improvements.
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Neighborhood Clips

NNI Website under-
goes makeover

Check out
www.NNI.org, NNI’s
revamped website. In
fact, check back often
because the site is
updated on a continu-
ing basis. The home
page shows happenings
at NNI that may pique
the interest of neigh-
borhood folks. The cal-
endar details upcoming
events as well as neigh-
borhood meetings at
NNI.

The current NNI
newsletter is available,
as are older editions.
Regular newsletter
readers who want to
help NNI save paper
and postage should
consider switching
from US snail mail to e-
mail notification when
the newsletter has been
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posted to the website.
If you would like to
make the switch, please
contact Joy Loesch at
joy_loesch@nni.org.
Please include your full
name, US mail address,
neighborhood, and e-
mail address.

NNI is also using a new
e-mail program to pro-
vide up-to-date infor-
mation on special hear-
ings, meetings sched-
uled after the newslet-
ter was produced, and
other information.

NNI currently has a
very limited list of e-
mail addresses for peo-
ple in the neighbor-
hoods. If you would
like to be added to this
list you may send your
request to
joy_loesch@nni.org.
Please include your full
name, US mail address,
neighborhood, and e-
mail address.

Senior workshop
hones in on mort-
gage fraud,
predatory lending

Julia Jensen, Special
Agent, FBI, Kansas
City Division, will
speak on mortgage
fraud at the
September 12 sen-
ior workshop. Agent
Jensen will pinpoint
what individuals
need to look for
when signing mort-
gage papers to avoid
exploitation by
unscrupulous
lenders and brokers.
Joining Agent
Jensen will be Susan
Kephart, Attorney
with Legal Aid of
Kansas City. She will
discuss predatory
lending, debt collec-
tion, and Legal Aid
services available for
seniors.

Save the Date

Kansas City Indian Art Market and

Cultural Festival

Frank Vaydik Park (Line Creek)
5940 NW Waukomis Drive

Oct. 6-7

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Admission is free - donations accepted
Enjoy Native American artwork, jewelry, pottery,
leatherwork and cuisine. There will be entertain-

ment, workshops and children’s activities.

Get more information at: www.nciac.org
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y research of
M old Winnwood
Beach once

turned up an elusive
elephant named Babe.
Did she really stroll
into Winnwood Lake
and refuse to come
out? Did rescue
attempts involve hun-
dreds? Yes, proof is
there in the May 25,
1931 issue of the
“Liberty Advance”
which reported that
“600 men with ropes
and cables pulled 60-
year-old Babe from her
sinking grave.” That
newspaper and others
detailing Clay County’s
185-year-old history
can be researched
today at the Clay
County Archives in
Liberty.

While writing features
for the “Sun
Chronicle,” I chanced
upon the Liberty
Ladies College, an
exclusive boarding
school that burned
down in 1913. The
school’s history—class
schedules, photos, even

Spotlight on Volunteerism
By Reta Jo Mitchell

The Clay County Archives:
Where History Lives

its yearbooks—are right
there in The Archives.
What fun to read about
a Victorian Era ladies’
school that had a social
club called “Cherchez
L’'Homme!” (“Look for
the man,” to non-
French speakers.)

This incredible reposi-
tory was chartered as a
non-profit corporation
in 1979 “to serve as a
place for manuscripts,
records, evidence, doc-
uments and whatever
else might be desirable
to be preserved in the
history of Clay County,
Missouri.” The charter
states that no one will
be salaried, and profits
(like book sales and
research fees) shall go
to “charitable, literary
or educational purpos-
es.”

Two lucky happen-
stances were the
County’s replacing its
records with microfilm
and Liberty’s library
moving out of the
Frank Hughes Library
building on Franklin

Street. The Archives
took over both, thus
perpetuating an entire-
ly volunteer effort to
preserve Clay County’s
history. Expense
money comes from
benefactors, members’
$15 annual dues, and
modest fees paid for
research.

A partial list of hold-

ings includes census
reports, births, mar-
riages, deaths and
cemetery records, land
grants, deeds and
maps. Also, court pro-
ceedings and even
grade cards from old
schools. Invaluable are
family collections of
pictures and docu-
ments.
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Lottie Fielder Smalls shows off her collection of
books and documents dating from the late 1800:















